“The facehftmg of the Bradford Burial S

is- nearmg its.comple- - -

tionby astaff ofa dozen CE'I‘A employees.
-Mrs. Ann Armstrong, who has been .

' Ground ‘Salem St.,

headmg up 'the project since Aug 21 -said

she is pleased w1th the progress since it

-8CC omphshes two objectives . wclearmg =

overgrowth and recording historical facts.

“She said the only other historical record
of the grounds ad]acent to the Bradford - -

Swim Club, “dates back to 1901 by the
‘Essex Anthuarlan “but those records
ehmmate an entire century since 1t only
produced records of graves up to 18 00.

- The - Bradford “site 'is only one of the

pro}ects with a team of workers expected

to start at the Pentucket Burial Ground _

Water and Mill Sts., next week.

She said she is anxious to start work at .
Pentucket since cold weather is coming, -
but said ““after all, the project had been

scheduled to start the day after Memorlal
Day It was delayed by red tape.” -
..She thinks the Bradford work has reached

'the_ point where a six-man team can -
journey over to Pentucket by next week, - -
“because now we’re doing the mt—plcky-"';
work here (Bradford) which is not nearlya .~ -

parlsh’s bur1a1 ground Mrs Armstrong

. said. - el

Many of the notables burled there 1nclude

-names that are remembered as founders
~of Bradford College, then Bradford Aca-
demy which was the colleg&founded by the-
. religious parish. - -

Nathaniel Thurston f.oundmg presxdent

'?of the: academy S board of trustees IS one
. of those interred at the cemetery
* Qthers are: Jonathan Allen, John Peabo-

dy, Ezra Trask, Samuel Chadw1ch Damel

' ._ Kimball and John Haseltme

as rewarding, But, it has to be done or e]se e

the brushwﬂlgrow back o

One of the blggest phases of the pro]ects L
is formulating the history of the cemetery, - -
which in the case of Bradford’s dates back
to 168 1, the date that represents the

oldest headstone in the cemetery..-

Mrs. Armstrong, vice chairman of the g
Haverhill Historical Commission, (HHC) . .

said the Bradford grounds comprise the

-~

- - Mrs. Armstrong: said there Were 30 inen
who founded the school that had t1es W1th

the parish, back in 18°03.,

- ‘“The purpose of the school at that tnne
-was to train the parlshloners ‘sons and

daughters for - usefulness,’f Mrs Arm

. strong said.

Many of the head and footstones in the

burial area are' elaborately engraved

which is being recorded by members of the

" CETA team that have. ‘an - mterest ip
~history, Mrs. Armstrong saxd
"~ Among those keeping':a report for

eventual typing and pubhcatlon are Ben-
jamin Hastings, Amesbury, Maurlce Km-
ser, ‘Haverhill, and Barbara . Carhsle

~ Haverhill, who is- keepmg secretarlal_
*_records of- hlstorlcal data. ¢ E
.- She thinks the grid work, at Ieast can»

start at the Pentucket’ s1te next week and
added there are “only half as..many

o headstones at the Pentucket Cemetery ”

A number of Revolutlonary War veterans-

- are buried at both cemeteries, mcludzng

site of the first two meeting houses, with

the First Church of Christ, Bradford, being -~
the fifth meeting house in Bradford’ '

linear history.

The - Bradford Burial Ground is the

the Civil War, War of 18 12, and the Indzan

;. Wars, Mrs. Armstrong said. -

This is the type of historical mformatzon |
‘Mrs Armstrong is retnevmg, and one can .
_ appreciate the magmtude of the job when

7 it is known there are 703 headstones at "
Bradford and another 39 at Pentucket

——in .,—.r—m.- e __Hr Rt B gr—ypr

A




BRADFORD AND PENTUCKET Buriel grounds are undergoing mapping, recording
and transcribing of stones and land under a CETA Title V program in conjunction
with the Haverhill Historical Commission. -Coordinator for the program is
commission member Mrs. Ann Armstrong. - . - . [Larry Kennedy Photo]
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